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Introduction 

Project background 

The County and City of Cardiff Council maintains Cardiff Castle as a visitor 
attraction.  The site is a large multi-period monument in good condition, and is 
protected as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM GM171).  A new 
Interpretation Centre Building is to be constructed to the east of the Barbican 
Tower which forms part of the main south gateway into the castle.  An 
application for Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) has been made to Cadw 
to undertake this work.   

An archaeological desk-based assessment has previously been undertaken 
(CAP Report No. 203, revised 200).  Following this, a Method Statement and 
Research Framework for excavation was prepared (CAP Report No. 229C), to 
accompany the application for SMC, and is included here as Appendix III.   

This project design provides the detailed specifications for undertaking the 
archaeological component of this work, in order to comply with the Method 
Statement and Research Framework (CAP Report No. 229C) and the 
conditions appended to the SMC.  This includes the scope of archaeological 
works, methodology, programme of works, resource levels and procedures for 
monitoring for the project.  Given the level of existing baseline information, it is 
expected that the detail of the works programme in this design will need to be 
revisited in the light of emerging information.   

Archaeological background 

A detailed and site specific archaeological background is provided in the 
archaeological desk-based assessment (CAP Report No. 203, revised 200).  
Previous research has indicated that a series of four Roman forts were built on 
the site, the first being constructed around AD55/60, and the last occupied into 
the 5th century AD.  The medieval castle constructed in the 11th century 
utilised elements of the previous Roman defences.  During the late 19th and 
early 20th century, a considerable amount of reconstruction work was 
undertaken by the 3rd and 4th Marquesses of Bute.   

Objectives 

The objectives of the project, as defined in the Method Statement and 
Research Framework (CAP Report No. 229C), are as follows: 

Establish the origin and development of the 1st phase Roman road and adjacent 
occupation, presumed to represent the first Roman fort 

Establish the origin and development of the Vicus (Roman civil settlement) to the 
south of the 2nd and 3rd Roman forts 

Establish the origin and development of the 4th Roman fort and its defences 

Establish the origin and development of the medieval and later structures and 
defences 

Establish the structural composition and phasing of the 1st phase Roman road 
and adjacent occupation 

Establish the structural composition and phasing of the Vicus (Roman civil 
settlement) to the south of the 2nd and 3rd Roman forts 
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Establish the structural composition and phasing of the 4th Roman fort and its 
defences 

Establish the structural composition and phasing of the medieval and later 
structures and defences 

Establish the nature and extent of the occupation in the 1st Roman fort 

Establish the nature and extent of the Vicus south of the 2nd and 3rd Roman forts 

Establish the nature and extent of the 4th Roman fort and its defences.  The 
extent of the 4th fort is well known, but the detail of the defences remains 
unknown 

Establish the nature and extent of occupation and activities associated with the 
medieval and later Castle and its defences 
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Scope of works 

Fieldwork tasks 

The following fieldwork tasks are required: 

Task 1: Watching brief during mechanical removal of tarmac surfaces and modern 
overburden 

Task 2: Watching brief during removal of 1920s bank material 

Task 3: Manual excavation and recording of medieval and Roman bank material 

Task 4: Manual excavation and recording of all archaeological deposits within the 
building footprint 

Task 5: Watching brief during mechanical excavation of natural clay and gravel to 
the required formation level 

These tasks will be amplified as works progress.   

Post-excavation tasks 

The following post-excavation tasks are required: 

Task 6: Post-excavation assessment to conform to MAP2 

Task 7: Post-excavation analysis and publication 

These tasks will be amplified as works progress.   
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Methodology 

Fieldwork 

Location 

The location of archaeological excavations will be surveyed and located in 
relation to standing buildings and/or published boundaries, and the site datum 
related to Ordnance Survey datum.   

Method of watching brief 

The watching brief will be undertaken to the standard required by The Institute 
of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological 
Watching Brief (1994, revised 1999).  If archaeological remains are discovered 
during the watching-brief, the Project Supervisor will be immediately advised in 
order to allow appropriate instructions for recording to be issued and 
implemented.  In accordance with SMC conditions, all archaeological deposits 
will be excavated and recorded.   

Method of excavation 

The work will be undertaken to the standard required by The Institute of Field 
Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavation (1995, 
revised 1999).  All archaeological features and deposits will be manually 
excavated, using appropriate hand tools.   

Method of recording 

The techniques employed will conform to best current professional practice.  
Archaeological deposits will be recorded with a single continuous context 
numbering system, in accordance with GGAT’s Manual of Excavation 
Recording Techniques, a copy of which is available on request and will be 
accessible in the site office.  Contexts will be drawn at a suitable scale (usually 
1:20) in plan, and where appropriate in section.  All significant contexts will be 
photographed in 35mm film and high quality digital format.   

Finds recovery and recording 

All classes of finds should be retained, cleaned, and catalogued until 
arrangements for final deposition have been agreed, in line with the 
requirements of the Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance 
for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological 
materials (2001).  If substantial quantities of undiagnostic, residual or modern 
material are recovered, an on-site recording and discard policy for these 
classes of find should be devised.  No human remains should be removed 
from site until the relevant permissions have been obtained. If substantial 
quantities of undiagnostic, residual or modern material are recovered, an on-
site recording and discard policy for these classes of find will be devised, in 
line with the GGAT Manual of Excavation Recording Techniques.   

Environmental sampling 

The management of environmental recording and sampling should follow the 
principles and tenets laid down in English Heritage’s Guidelines for 
Environmental Archaeology (2002).  All deposits with a high potential for the 
preservation of palaeoenvironmental material should be sampled, by column, 
bulk and other method, for possible subsequent analysis, in accordance with a 
sampling strategy overseen by a specialist with appropriate expertise. 
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Sampling and recording should be the responsibility of an identified member of 
the field team with relevant experience.   

Post-excavation 

MAP2 assessment 

Following the completion of the fieldwork, an assessment of the potential of 
the recovered evidence will be prepared to the specifications in Management 
of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991) Appendix 3.  Subject to 
contract, it is the intention that this will be completed within four months of the 
completion of the fieldwork.  A post-excavation programme of analysis will be 
agreed with Cadw and the County and City of Cardiff Council, and revised 
costings agreed for this analysis.   

Post-excavation analysis and reporting 

Following a review of the potential of the recovered evidence, a programme of 
analysis and research will be undertaken, resulting in the preparation of a site 
narrative and supporting data, including finished drawings and photographs as 
necessary.  Reports on artefactual or palaeoenvironmental material, dating, 
and remote sensing will be prepared either using GGAT’s Central Services or 
sub-contracted from established specialists as and when required.  Readily 
available primary and secondary archaeological and historical sources will be 
consulted, in order to place the results of the fieldwork in an appropriate 
archaeological and historical framework.   

An archive of records relating to the preparation of the reports will be prepared 
to the specifications in Management of Archaeological Projects, (English 
Heritage 1991) Appendix 6.  A report will be prepared and include a synthesis 
of data gathered through the execution of the project, together with inclusion 
of supporting evidence in appendices as appropriate, and illustrations.  This 
will be forwarded to Cadw and the County and City of Cardiff Council for 
comments prior to final completion.   

After an appropriate period has elapsed, copies of the report will be deposited 
with the GGAT Sites and Monuments Record and National Monuments 
Record, RCAHMW, Aberystwyth.   

Publication 

Provision will be made for the full publication of the results of the project in an 
appropriate journal or monograph, in consultation with Cadw and the County 
and City of Cardiff Council.   

Archive deposition 

The project archive will be deposited with an appropriate receiving institution, 
to be agreed with Cadw and the County and City of Cardiff Council.  This 
archive will comprise the site archive, research archive, artefacts (excepting 
those that may be subject to the laws of the Treasure Act 1996) and ecofacts, 
subject to the agreement of the site owners.  A copy of the archive index will 
be deposited with the National Monuments Record, RCAHMW, Aberystwyth.   



Cardiff Castle Interpretation Centre Building: archaeological project design (part-redacted) 

8 

Programme and resourcing 

Programme of works 

The fieldwork tasks have been arranged into a provisional 32-week 
programme of fieldwork (see Table 1 below).   

The post-excavation programme will commence following the completion of 
Task 5, and will initially entail the production of a post-excavation assessment 
(Task 6).   
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Table 3: Programme of fieldwork 

 Project week 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

Task 1 --I                                

Task 2 --- --I                               

Task 3   --- --- --- --I                           

Task 4       --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --I   

Task 5                               --- --I 

 

Task 6, the post-excavation assessment, will commence immediately on completion of the fieldwork, and will be completed within four 
months, to be followed by Task 7, the post-excavation analysis and publication.   
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Appendix I: Assessment of expected archaeological deposits 

The Method Statement and Research Framework for Excavation (CAP Rep 
No 229c), which formed part of the application for Scheduled Monument 
Consent relied on the evidence gathered in an earlier Archaeological Desk-
based Assessment (CAP Rep No 2003).  

The Method Statement and Research Framework proposes complete 
excavation of ALL archaeological deposits. However in both this and the 
underlying desk-based assessment the archaeological deposits are not 
defined other than in the most general of terms (eg cf CAP Rep No 229c, 2). 
Estimated volumes (m3) of archaeological material are provided but the data 
on which these estimates are based is weak. Other than separating the 
medieval and Roman banks from other archaeological remains no attempt 
has been made to quantify the different types of archaeological deposits 
present. For certain other development effects (eg services CAP Report No 
229 C, 4 or in the Barbican Tower (CAP Report NO 229 D) even the general 
quantities are not given. The plans and sections prepared by Mann Williams 
reflect the generality of this information set. 

The Method Statement and Research Framework for Excavation identifies 
twelve research aims noting that ‘the excavation will enable a better 
understanding of the nature and development of the Roman occupation more 
fully than has been possible in the smaller-scale excavations and watching-
briefs’ undertaken in the Cardiff Castle to date (CAP Rep NO 229 C, 2).  This 
statement reflects the lack of precision and detail in the knowledge database 
pertaining to the Roman forts and later medieval occupation around the 
Castle.  

Consultees to Cadw rightly identified shortfalls in The Method Statement and 
Research Framework for Excavation, and these were considered by Cadw to 
be legitimate concern that can be addressed by condition (see SMC 
Conditions, Inspectorate Advice Note, and covering letter of 16 March 2005 
from R Kevern (Cadw) to S Warder (RPS). Of particular relevance are 
Conditions 2 & 3 which read: 

Condition 2 - that the applicant shall ensure that sufficient time is 
allowed for the comprehensive excavation of all archaeological 
deposits lost within the development area. The 32 weeks will be 
taken as an indicative period. The main building contract must 
identify how they will interact with the archaeological contractor to 
ensure the completion of the fieldwork. Cadw must approve the 
wording of these clauses of the main building contract before it is 
issued. 

Condition 3 - that the applicant shall ensure that there are 
sufficient financial resources in place to enable the full 
archaeological programme to be completed through the fieldwork 
and post-excavation analysis, to final publication and archiving. 
These processes will follow the best practice laid out in the 
current and forthcoming English Heritage Management of 
Archaeological Projects Good Practice Guides. The 
archaeological group will advise the applicant on how this to be 
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achieved and report to Cadw if they believe that this condition is 
not being met. 

The wording of any contract must satisfy the requirements of these legal 
conditions (particularly no 2). 

For archaeological remains measurement by volume is not possible without 
knowing the actual quantities of different types of archaeological deposits to 
be excavated and recorded (eg walls, roads, banks, ditches, floors, levelling 
deposits, destruction deposits, pits and fills, gullies and fills, ditches and fills, 
postholes etc) and of different types within these generic forms (eg is the floor 
clay, stone, brick, mosaic etc, and are there associated features eg hearths, is 
the floor re-laid or a single deposit). The recording and excavation of all 
archaeological deposits will have different time cost parameters and indeed 
even on the same site features of the same generic type will have different 
dimensions and complexity resulting in different time cost parameters. As the 
range, number and type of deposits to be encountered has not been 
assessed, there can be no precision in or fixing of time and cost. Indeed they 
could not be assessed without a full field evaluation carried out to the relevant 
standard produced by the Institute of Field Archaeologist.  

At the very best all that can be gauged from the date presented in the 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (CAP Rep No 2003) is that the 
archaeological deposits to be encountered will consist of the following: 

a) Medieval and Roman banks to east of existing buildings (precise 
dimensions not known); 

b) Prehistoric material in ‘natural’ gravel (no quantification possible); 

c) Levelling material below 1st Century fort (extent not definable); 

d) Features belonging to the 1st Century fort of unknown form and 
function lying below the Roman bank and extending northwards and 
north-westwards throughout the site (dimensions, numbers, complexity 
not known or calculable with any degree of certainty, no buildings on 
present evidence); 

e) Destruction deposits relating to first century fort (no definition of 
completeness or extent) 

f) Roman Road running south from 2nd and 3rd century forts, c10m wide 
and crossing site immediately to east of existing structures, the 
alignment is assumed from extrapolation from location of road in 
excavations and other observations to the north of the development 
area. 

g) Features, structures, and layers belonging to vicus to south of third and 
fourth century forts on either side of contemporary road (numbers, 
type, form, function not known or defined) 

h) Medieval destruction debris in area affected by existing buildings 
(extent not known) 

i) Medieval road and Post-medieval cobbling in area affected by existing 
structures (extent not known) 

j) Late Roman road in area affected by existing structures (extent not 
known). 
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There are too many imponderables to establish any certainty in baseline 
expectation.  


